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A smarter way
to manage our water



Business as usual
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Drought 1997 - 2009
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Population growth



Urban flooding
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Waterways polluted and eroded
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Long distance transport

Average water supply transfer distance, 
Silvan Reservoir to Melton

61.9km



Whole of water cycle



Our opportunity
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Better use of all our water



Mains water
Drinking, kitchen and bathroom
Pumped from water catchments 
to local reservoirs to our taps
Existing infrastructure

Better use of all our water



Rainwater
Toilet flushing, clothes washing, 
gardening, car washing
Captured on our rooftops
Stored in onsite tanks
Building-scale measure

Better use of all our water



Stormwater
Irrigation of parks and medians
Captured from roads and hard surfaces
Biofiltered
Stored in neighbourhood tanks

Better use of all our water



Wastewater
Business and industrial use
Recycled and treated to Class A 
standard for non-drinking purposes

Better use of all our water



How we benefit



A community engaged 
in whole-of-water-cycle 
management

Outcome 1



Bentleigh 
Secondary College

A whole-of-water-cycle 
approach has reduced 
drinking water demand 
by 91%
Image courtesy of Bentleigh Secondary College

Outcome 1
Award 
winner



Suburbs designed 
with water in mind

Outcome 2



East Werribee 
Employment Precinct

 60% drinking water demand
 50%  wastewater discharge
 7,000 homes
 50,000 jobs

Image courtesy of Growth Areas Authority

Outcome 2



Sensible use of water 
in our homes and 
businesses

Outcome 3



City of Casey Recreation and Aquatic Centre
Uses no drinking water for filling or topping up
Image courtesy of City of Casey

Outcome 3



MCG and Yarra Park
Recycling local wastewater to flush toilets on match days

Outcome 3



Resilient water systems 
that work well during 
flood and drought

Outcome 4



Albert Park Lake

Harvesti ng local stormwater to top-up the lake 
and reduce fl ooding in surrounding suburbs

Outcome 4 Living 
Victoria 
Fund



Healthy natural 
waterways

Outcome 5



Altona treatment 
plant and 
Port Phillip Bay

Diverti ng treated 
wastewater from the 
bay to local businesses

Outcome 5 13Ml
daily



Reduced inefficiency 
and waste 

Outcome 6



Desalination

Expensive to build

Expensive water

Two more by 2050?

Outcome 6



Water innovation 
and world recognition 
of expertise 

Outcome 7



Trailfi nders Australian Garden

Chelsea Flower Show best in show
Victorian innovati on on the world stage
Image Gett y

Outcome 7
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